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PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

beverages.   The Italian oil is highest in price and most favored,
but a quite satisfactory oil is now obtained from the West Indies.

OIL OF PATCH OULY.
This oil, which might be manufactured with advantage in
India, the home of the plant, is, strange to say, not imported
from that country, but is distilled in Europe from the dried herb-
Fresh oil of patchouly is brown in color, very viscid, almost like
balsam, and surpasses all other essential oils in the intensity of
its odor. Owing to the strong odor, pure oil of patchouly must
really be called ill-smelling; only when highly diluted does the
odor become pleasant, and then forms a useful ingredient of
many perfumes as the fundamental odor in the harmony.
OIL OF SYRINGA.
Oil of false jasmine, from the flowers of Philadelphus coro-
narius, is not made as such; in Southern France, however, the
flowers are * frequently used for the preparation of a cheap
pomade known commercially as orange-flower pomade. A per-
sonal experiment made with the view to obtain the pure odor
by extraction of the flowers with petroleum ether has shown that
this plant is suitable for making very fine preparations, both
handkerchief perfumes and pomades,
OIL OF PETITGRAIN.
This is the oil obtained by the distillation of the leaves and
twigs of the orange-tree, the unripe fruits sometimes being-
included but resulting in a lower quality of oil. Oil Petitgrain
comes mainly from France and Italy but a cheaper quality is
obtained from Paraguay. The oil resembles Oil Neroli in odor
though it of course is lacking in the delicacy of the latter odor
2nd is of far less value, being used as a stretcher for Oil Neroli